Trends in General Practice 1977. J Fry (ed) pp 206 £4.50 British Medical Journal 1977 'Trends in General Practice' is a collection of contrasting essays written by members of the Royal College of General Practitioners. The chapter by Louden is a model in the succinct writing of English prose, factual and lucid with never a wasted word. The same can be said of five of the six contributors to chapter four which deals with different aspects of general practice. Dr Fry, the sixth contributor to this chapter, is full ofstatements of the obvious and statistics plucked out of the air. For example, he alleges that it costs the community one million pounds for each NHS doctor. However, Dr Fry can be forgiven such foibles since they are the hallmark of the politician, and he has done much for the medical politics of general practice. The best essays in this book have been written by practising general practitioners which is not surprising. My main criticism is of the chapter on the health team which casts discredit on an otherwise excellent book.
P B SFOWLER

Consultant Physician Charing Cross Hospital
Pathology Annual 77 -Part 1. S C Sommers & Paul P Rosen (eds) pp 404 £22.80 New York: Prentice Hall 1977 This issue of what has become a standard reference work for the professional pathologist consists of a collection of fifteen essays on a wide variety of themes but all characterized by the meticulous quality of the research involved, the comprehensive nature of the bibliographies and the high quality of the illustrations. Some of the essays are characterized by the completeness of their morphological description, for this is primarily an annual of anatomic pathology with functional correlation where it is available.
Eight of the papers deal with problems of histogenesis or diagnostic problems related to neoplasia and two with advanced diagnostic methods, including the applications of plasma-thrombin cell block in diagnostic cytology of the female genito-urinary tracts and the role of electron microscopy in the identification ofviruses in human disease. There are papers on the functional pathology of islet cells, detailed accounts of the hepatic cirrhosis of thalassaemia major and the pathology of the small arteries and arterioles of the kidney in essential hypertension. The two contributions of interest to paediatric pathologists are a definitive account of the prune belly syndrome and a complete bibliographic presentation of cot deaths which advances knowledge rather than understanding. The papers on tumours and their differential diagnosis (includ-ing a first-class presentation of cat scratch disease) are good. There is a notable pair of chapters on the clinico-pathological significance of large bowel polyps, by different teams looking at this problem from different standpoints. All the papers are interesting and easy to read.
ARNOLD LEVENE
Consultant Surgical Pathologist Royal Marsden Hospital
Pathology of Tumours in Laboratory Animals vol 1: Tumours of the Rat, part 2 V S Turusov (ed) Lyon: IARC 1976 Briefly put, this volume deals with tumours of the respiratory tract, liver, kidney, bladder, male and female genital tracts, pituitary, thyroid and adrenal glands, nervous system and heart. The contributors are leaders in their fields and they have combined to produce a reference work in which easy flowing text is matched by generous numbers of excellent photomicrographs. No index is provided but the researcher will readily assimilate the contents of the individual chapters with which he has immediate concern. The whole work is permeated by concern for solutions to the problems of human neoplasia and there is a broad, comparative approach. The bibliographies are invariably copious. This is an excellent work.
ARNOLD LEVENE
Consultant Surgical Pathologist Royal Marsden Hospital
An Atlas of Cardiology: Electrocardiograms and Chest X-rays. N Conway pp 752 £12 London: Wolfe Medical Publications 1977 The production of the 'Atlas of Cardiology' is excellent as far as the electrocardiograms are concerned. However, in' the radiological section there are one or two illustrations which are very difficult to define clearly. The author states at the beginning that he does not wish to expand the section dealing with electrocardiography and congenital heart disease, however I think he should do so since he has in fact covered most of the congenital defects in the radiological section. In my opinion the best use for this book is for the purpose of teaching undergraduates, either by the bedside or in the outpatients department rather than for undergraduates to read it as a textbook. If a further edition is to be considered it would be appropriate to consider the inclusion of echocardiograms.
A M HARRIS
Consultant Cardiologist Charing Cross Hospital
